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APPENDIX 9:  SAFEGUARDING LEGISLATION AND GUIDANCE 

 

England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland, each have their own unique safeguarding legislation, 

guidance and different governing bodies.   

 

Please “right click” on the relevant legislation/guidance below that you wish to read.  This will then 

offer you a hyperlink to the relevant website.   

 

 

10.1 England  

Legislation 

 Children Act 1989 

 Children Act 2004 

 Children and Social Work Act 2017 

 Care Act 2014 

 United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) 

 

Guidance: 

 Working Together to Safeguard Children - issued by the government for statutory agencies and 

voluntary organisations (including charities, places of worship, and faith-based organisations) 

on safeguarding children in England. 

 

 

10.2 Wales 

Legislation 

 Children Act 1989 

 Children Act 2004 

 Education Act 2002 

 Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 

 Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 

 Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011 

 The Care Standards act 2000 (Notification)(Wales) Regulations 2011 

 

Guidance 

 Working together to safeguard people (2021) 

 All Wales Practice Guides on safeguarding children 

 Safeguarding Guidance (Wales) 

 Wales Safeguarding Procedures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1989/41/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/31/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2017/16/section/34/enacted#:~:text=%20Children%20and%20Social%20Work%20Act%202017%20,the%20provision%20of%20relationships%20education%2C%20or...%20More%20
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/23/contents/enacted
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/united-nations-convention-on-the-rights-of-the-child-uncrc-how-legislation-underpins-implementation-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-safeguard-children--2
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1989/41/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/31/contents
https://gov.wales/keeping-learners-safe
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2014/4/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2015/2
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/mwa/2011/2/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2011/105/made
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-05/working-together-to-safeguard-people-volume-i-introduction-and-overview.pdf
https://www.safeguarding.wales/chi/index.c6.html
https://gov.wales/safeguarding-guidance
https://www.safeguarding.wales/
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10.3 Scotland  

Legislation 

 Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 2014 

 Children (Scotland) Act 1995 

 Adult Support and Protection Act 2007 

 

Guidance 

 National Guidance for Child Protection in Scotland 2014 - issued by the government for 

statutory agencies and voluntary organisations (including charities, places of worship, and faith-

based organisations) on safeguarding children in Scotland. 

 National Risk Framework for Assessment of Children and Young People 

 National Framework for Child Protection Learning and Development 

 National Parenting Strategy 

 Getting it right for every child (GIRFEC) 

 National action plan to prevent and tackle child sexual exploitation 

 

 

10.4 Northern Ireland 

Legislation 

 Children (Northern Ireland) Order 1995 

 Children’s Services Co-operation (Northern Ireland) Act 2015 

 Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups (Northern Ireland) Order 2007 

 Criminal Law Act (Northern Ireland) 1967 

 Safeguarding Board Act (Northern Ireland) 2011 

 

Guidance 

 Co-operating to Safeguard Children and Young People in Northern Ireland (2017) 

 The Safeguarding Board for Northern Ireland inter-faith group was set up to acknowledge the 

important and central role, which faith communities play in the wider safeguarding agenda for 

children and young people throughout Northern Ireland 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/children-young-people-scotland-act-2014-national-guidance-part-12/pages/3/#:~:text=The%20Children%20and%20Young%20People%20%28Scotland%29%20Act%202014,in%20the%20world%20for%20children%20to%20grow%20up.
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scotlands-children-children-scotland-act-1995-regulations-guidance-volume-1-support-protection-children-families/pages/1/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/adult-support-and-protection-revised-code-of-practice/documents/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/national-guidance-child-protection-scotland/pages/15/#:~:text=National%20guidance%20for%20child%20protection%20in%20Scotland%202014,approach%2C%20based%20on%20an%20educational%20or%20%27pedagogical%27...%20
https://www.gov.scot/publications/national-risk-framework-support-assessment-children-young-people/pages/6/#:~:text=2.2%20Stage%201%20-%20Collection%20and%20Collation%20of,and%204%20both%20experienced%20NAS%20while%20...%20
https://www.togetherscotland.org.uk/resources-and-networks/resources-library/2012/11/national-framework-for-child-protection-learning-and-development/
https://www.gov.scot/policies/girfec/
https://www.gov.scot/policies/girfec/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/national-action-plan-prevent-tackle-child-sexual-exploitation-final-delivery-report/pages/4/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisi/1995/755/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nia/2015/10/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisi/2007/1351/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/apni/1967/18/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nia/2011/7
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/publications/co-operating-safeguard-children-and-young-people-northern-ireland
https://www.safeguardingni.org/about-sbni/committees-and-panels/committees/interfaith-sub-group#:~:text=The%20Safeguarding%20Board%20for%20Northern%20Ireland%20%28SBNI%29%20created,in%20safeguarding%20children%20and%20young%20people%20across%20N.I.

